C 25 H 22 ClNSn, monoclinic, P21/c (no. 14), a = 17.8179(8) 
parameters were re ned for all H-atoms of any phenyl and vinyl group.
Discussion
In contrast to the structural chemistry of coordination compounds 4-vinylpyridine (4-ViPy) undergoes with many transition metals, i.e. ZnBr 2 · 2(4-ViPy) [1] , Ni(NCS) 2 · 4(4-ViPy) [2] , PtCl 2 · 2(4-ViPy) [3] , Ag(ClO 3 ) · 2(4-ViPy) [4] , and CuCl · 4(4-ViPy) [5] , a research area strongly forced by the clathrate properties of TM(NCS) 2 · 4(4-ViPy)-complexes [6] of transition metals TM, no structural information are available on its inorganic or organic tin(IV) complexes. Even the parent compound, pyridine (py), plays a minor role in the coordination chemistry of organotin(IV) compounds. Most structural information are available from octahedral 1:2 complexes of diorganotin(IV) dihalides of general formula R 2 SnHal 2 · 2py, i.e. Et 2 SnCl 2 · 2(4-ViPy) [7] , Ph 2 SnCl 2 · 2(4-ViPy) [8] , and (CF 3 -(CH 2 ) 2 ) 2 SnCl 2 · 2(4-ViPy) [9] . Moreover, only the structure of the 1:1 pyridine complex of the triorganotin(IV) monohalide, R 3 SnHal with R = Methyl and Hal = Cl has been determined while from monoorganotin(IV) trihalides, RSnHal 3 , no complexes with this Lewis base are documented. As the structure determination of Me 3 SnCl · py was determined from intensity data visually estimated from Weissenberg photographs the R-value isn't very low (18.6%). Consequently, structural parameters like bond lengths [i.e. d(Sn-Cl) = 2.42(4) Å] and angles are very imprecise [10] .
The overall structure -a trigonal-bipyramidally coordinated tin atom with chlorine and pyridine in axial and the three methyl groups in equatorial positions, however, seems to be correct. This structural feature is also realised in the title structure, Ph 3 
